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Fig. 1. Strain distribution in the sandwich panel under flexural load
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Fig. 2. A cross section of sandwich panel with truss-shaped shear connector
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Panel.no Bottom Middle Layer Top Layer shear connector L b d
Layer or (Core) (mm)  (mm) (mm)
Py ordinary lightweight ordinary truss-shaped 2600 700 180
concrete concrete concrete rebar
P, lightweight lightweight ordinary truss-shaped 2600 700 180
concrete concrete concrete rebar

Table.1. Details and design properties of the precast concrete sandwich panels
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Fig. 3. Details of the one-way precast concrete sandwich panels design (all dimensions in mm).
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Type of concrete Tensile strength Compressive strength Density
(Mpa) (Mpa) (kg/m3)
Ordinary concrete 4.7 36.7 2303
Table. 2. Mechanical specifications of top layer concrete
Sl oY s Lo SO Slasie ¥ Jyd
Diameter of rebar yield tension(f,) rupture tension (f,) Density
(mm) (Mpa) (Mpa) (kg/m3)
6 378 558 7990
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Table. 3. Mechanical specifications of top layer rebar
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Type of concrete Tensile strength Compressive strength Density
(Mpa) (Mpa) (kg/m3)
Lightweight concrete 3.9 18.2 1748

Table. 4. Mechanical specifications of middle layer concrete (core)
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Diameter of rebar  Yield tension(f,) Rupture tension (f,) Density
(mm) (Mpa) (Mpa) (kg/m3)
10 420 625 7436

Table. 5. Mechanical specifications of bottom layer rebar
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Fig. 4. Details of the flexural test setup of sandwich panels (all dimensions in mm).
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Panel no. Pe, KN Py, KN Pu — Pcr
Pu
P 63 39.7
P, 59 39

Table.6. First cracks and ultimate load capacity for sandwich panels
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Fig. 5. Details of the flexural test setup of experimental specimens 7
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Fig. 6. Cracking patterns at the bottom concrete wythe for panel P,
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Fig. 8. Load-deflection profile at mid-span for sandwich panels
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Panel no. flexural strength capacity, kN EXP— FEM
EXP
EXP FEA
P, 52 62 19.23
P, 54 64 185

Table 7. Maximum difference of Load-deflection profile of Exr and FEM
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Fig. 10. Load-deflection profile of mid-span for panel P,
Panel no.  Ultimate flexural strength capacity, kN EXP— FEM
EXP FEA EXP
P1 63 66 4.76
P2 59 64 8.47

Table.8. Comparison between ultimate strength capacity of EXP and FEM
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Table. 11. Comparison cracking patterns between results of experimental and numerical models for panel P1
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Abstract
Construction of buildings using non-industrial traditional systems have lots of shortcoming in both quality and quantity.

During recent years considerable needs to increase the efficiency in building sector has indicated the fact that using old
building construction systems is not responsive to community needs and using superior technology in this field is quite
inevitable. Constructing building systems with potential, for industrial and prefabricated production, can meet the
quantitative and qualitative needs of the construction industry.

In this paper, the structural behavior of precast concrete sandwich panels (PCSPs) to feasibility of their usage as slab
elements in the construction industry is experimental (EXP) and numerical analyses studied. These panels consist of
three layers: 1) a regular reinforced concrete layer as the upper face, 2) a thick lightweight concrete (LC) layer as the
core, and 3) a normal concrete and tension-resistant reinforced lightweight concrete layer as the bottom face. These
layers are joined via a rebar network with truss-shaped shear connectors. The structural behavior of precast concrete
sandwich panels under flexure is studied. For this purpose, First, laboratory samples were made and tested for bending.
Subsequently, a finite element analysis (FEA)was performed on a sandwich panel model with the specifications and
mechanical properties similar to the EXP model in the ABAQUS software. Comparing the results of the experimental
and numerical studies revealed a good level of accuracy. The effect and orientation of the shear connectors in one or two
directions were also investigated. The results of experimental and numerical investigation, show a logical behaviour of
load-deflection curves According to the results, the PCSPs with two concrete layers had a smaller stiffness and load
capacity than those with three concrete layers, When the prefabricated sandwich panels behave as one-way slabs, placing
shear connectors parallel to the x-axis (larger dimension) is sufficient to bond two concrete layers for them to act as a
single unit, , and the ultimate strength and the composite action of desired were found to depend to a large extent upon
the stiffness of the shear connector used. This sandwich panel system can constitute an effective step toward lightening
regarding its high bearing capacity and ductility, industrial manufacturing capability, prefabricated nature, multi-layer
nature, high quality, lightweight, high construction speed, and reduced costs. Hence, the precast concrete sandwich
panels slabs with high-strength faces and LC cores can be a suitable replacement for regular slab systems in buildings
Based on the economic and weight comparisons under the code dead and live loads, the proposed prefabricated sandwich
composite slab system is approximately 20 percent lighter than the regular slab. Due to possibility of industrial
production of precast sandwich panels under standard conditions and simplicity of construction, the introduced novel
panels system can be a viable alternative for common floor systems. Besides, the novel system can save amount of
material, labor, time, and cost in building construction. This research aims to investigate the composite performance and
influential parameters in bearing capacity and improve and develop hybrid concrete sandwich panels for structural
purposes to lighten and industrialize construction, a topic of interest in structural engineering.

Keywords: Experimental (EXP), Model element analysis (FEM), lightweight concrete (LC), precast concrete sandwich
panels (PCSPs), Shear connectors
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